
 

 
 

 
To: Members of the Media 
 
01 JULY 2024 
 
MEDIA RELEASE:  
 
THE RAF IS PROFOUNDLY CONCERNED AT THE STAGGERING AMOUNT OF MONEY PAID FOR 
CLAIMS BY YOUNG PEOPLE FROM 2020 TO 2022  
 
Yesterday was the last day of Youth Month. As we navigate the remainder of the year, the Road Accident 
Fund (RAF) hereby reminds young people that road safety rules should be adhered to throughout the year. 
Claims by young people accounted for a staggering 44% of those lodged from 2020 to 2022. This figure is a 
startling reminder that the youth will have to change their behaviour when utilising the roads.  
 
During the same period, the RAF paid a total of R43.13 billion for injury benefits to young accident survivors 
between the ages of 15 and 34. That is an average of R14.37 billion per year. Additionally, a total of R2.86 
billion was paid over the same period for death related benefits, at an average of R956 million per year.  
 
The youth, often characterised by high levels of mobility and risk-taking behaviour, are unfortunately overly 
represented in road accident statistics. The RAF observed that the average number of youth related claims 
registered per year across the three-year period was 21,475. The average amount per youth related claim 
was R2,568,595 over the same period. Furthermore, 63% of claims registered over this period were for 
males, 36% were for females, and 1% unknown. 
 
Recently, the RAF reported that the estimated number of young people who died on South African roads was 
13 963 out of 34 946 fatalities. This translates to an annual average of 4 654 fatalities in the age group 15 to 
34 compared to the total average of 11 649. Most young road users that died in this period were pedestrians 
at 38%, followed by passengers at 35%. 
 
RAF Chief Executive Officer, Collins Letsoalo, said: “We are deeply concerned by the high number of claims 
from young people. These alarming statistics highlight the urgent need for young people and all road users 
to change their behaviour and prioritise road safety. We must instill a culture of safe driving and responsible 
road use.”   
 
The RAF has several targeted road safety education and awareness campaigns aimed at the youth. A Com-
prehensive Road Safety Programme for learners and youth was launched in 2023 among other education 
and awareness programmes, community engagements, and collaborations with the Department of Transport.  
 
Most road accidents occur during the night, an even greater threat in winter when the nights are longer. The 
RAF urges all road users to adhere to the rules of the road and avoid risky behaviours. Risky behaviours 
include wearing dark clothes when using the road after sunset, texting and walking, texting and driving, and 
using headphones while on the road.  
 
RAF injury benefits that road crash survivors can claim for are Loss of Earnings, General Damages, Past 
Medical Expenses, and Future Medical Expenses. Death benefits cover Funeral Expenses and Loss of Sup-
port for the deceased and their families. 
 
In the unfortunate event of being involved in a motor vehicle accident, the RAF Contact Centre is reachable 
on 087 820 1 111, from Monday to Friday, 07h45 to 16h00. The RAF can also be reached through its offices 
countrywide, details of which are available on its website on www.raf.co.za.  

 
For additional information and updates, follow the RAF on social media:  

http://www.raf.co.za/
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